I NT. H GH SCHOCOL - HALLWAY - DAY 1

Sil ence. The hallways are enpty. And then the bell RINGS
Students pour from classroom doors, flooding the halls with
| aughter, gossip and hornones. The make-up is predom nantly
African-Anerican. We find a girl, HOLLI --17, holding court
with her TWO G RLS, then a GROUP OF BOYS eyeing the a G RL
t hat passes, and then a BOY kissing his GRL. And finally
t he CAMERA finds SUMMVER ATKINS, 18, a teenage nother,

wal king with JUANI TA THOVAS, 17, beautiful, and a player,
and LAMONT, an 18 year old student/athlete, playfully
westling Juanita over her stick of gum They stop at
Sunmmer’ s | ocker. She pulls it open. KIYAH JACKSON, a cute
and socially aware 17 year ol d, approaches.

Kl YAH
Hey y' all, what’s good? They
answer, “Not hing.”

SUMVER
Y all heard about the bl ood drive?
Tamecka in the office said they
couldn’t use like half the bl ood
‘cause it had AIDS init.

LAMONT
That’s ‘cause all them high school
girls are nessing with them grown
men.

KI YAH
Y all are stupid. Don't you know
that’s just a runor?

SUMVER
Then how conme sonme | ady is com ng
to talk to all the gymcl asses?

JUANI TA
Wll | ain’'t going to gymthen
‘cause |'mnot trying to hear
nobody tal k about AIDS for an hour.

LAMONT
You better be in class.

JUANI TA
Way’ s that?

LAMONT
(flirtatious --)
‘Cause | always like to know where

ny girl is.



SUMVER
Grl, you sprung.

Kl YAH
Sprung.
JUANI TA
Pl ease, he the one that's w de-
open.
(then --)

But anyway, what we on after
school ?

KI YAH
I want to hit up the Triple A get
sonet hing cute for tonight.

SUMVER
What's for tonight?

KI YAH
Oh not hing, Ant just stopping by a
little later, that’s all.

JUANI TA
Ki yah, what you think you re gonna
get with four dollars that’s gonna
i mpress that rich boy.

KI YAH
Grl you gotta quit playin’ with
nme.

JUANI TA
VWhat ?

Kl YAH
| amnot playin’ with you.

JUANI TA
I’mjust sayin’, you know you ain't
got no noney.

KI YAH
Wiy you al ways sayin’ |’ m broke?

JUANI TA
‘ Cause you broke!



I NT. H GH SCHOCL - GYMNASI UM - DAY 2

Ki yah, Summer and Juanita | ounge on the bleachers as their
fellow students loudly find seats. Their GYM TEACHER cl aps
for their attention.

GYM TEACHER
Al right class, settle dowm. Have a
seat. Thanks for showi ng up on
time, guys. Alright guys listen up.
KX, quiet down. W have guest
speaker here today, she’s gonna
talk to you about H V and Al DS,
alright? So I want you to pay
attention and listen up. [If you
guys don’t think you' re mature
enough to handl e this conversation
pl ease save us the tine, stand up
and | eave right now, OK? [to M5
BROM] Alright, they' re all yours.

MS. BROVWN
Hey guys, what’s up, how you doi ng?
I"mMs. Brown and |’ m about to get
real personal with you. Who here
has ever been sexual ly active?

MALE STUDENT
| ain't had sex yet, but I'IIl let
you be ny first.

MS. BROVWN
And out of all of you, how many of
you have had unprotected sex?

Two students raise their hands -- a BOY and Juanita. Juanita
gl ances around, then --

JUANI TA
Ooh, y’all know ya’'ll be lying,
boy.

M5. BROVWN

K, first off | appreciate your
honesty. But | gotta say |adies and
gentl emen, every time you have
unprotected sex you are putting
your life at risk. And not just
your life, but your partner’s life
as wel .



BOY
But uh, when I did it, it was with
ny girl and I know she ain't
bur ni ng.

M5. BROVN
But you can’t always be sure. Have
you two been tested?

BOY
Nah, but | ain’t got no |unps or
not hing |ike that.

KI YAH
That doesn’t nean anything. You
m ght have it and not show synptons
for years.

V5. BROVN
That’s right. That’'s why you nust
get tested regularly.

BOY
What ever man, | still say you could
tell.

MS. BROVWN

When | was seventeen | had a
boyfriend. And he was the star
basket bal | pl ayer at our school,
and he was fine, and | |oved him

| trusted him so we never used
protection. And then one day | went
to the doctor just for a routine
check up and found out that I’'d
been infected with HV. And he'd
been sl eeping with ny best friend
behi nd ny back. So | guess we share
sonet hing el se now, too. [to a girl
who rai ses her hand] Yes?

MAYA
Even if you do get it, it’s not a
bi g deal anynore, right? They got
drugs and stuff. | nean, | ook at
you.

M5. BRO/N
I don’t want to scare anybody from
getting tested because you can |ive
with the results. You know, | have
a job, I have ny friends...well,
nost of them

( MORE)



M5. BROWN( cont ' d)

And the drugs are getting better.
But living with this disease is
really hard--physically and
enotionally. Every day | wake up
with the fear that the drugs are
gonna stop wor ki ng. And
unfortunately, one day they wll.
It could be ten years fromnow, it
coul d be four nonths from now.

So when | say get tested and use
protection, I'’mnot trying to mmc
some public service announcenent.
I"mtrying to give guys you
information I wi sh sonebody had

gi ven ne.

EXT. SCHOOL - DAY 3

ANT

What’s up, il mama?
KI YAH

Hey.
ANT

What’ s goin’ on, Juanita?

JUANI TA
You gonna | et us push that
Navi gator over to Triple A?

ANT
Sorry, | got class. [to Kiyah]
| just stopped by to holla at you
for a mnute.

ANT ( CONT’ D)
So you thought about what we tal ked
about ?
KI YAH
Yeah.
ANT
So you ready for ne?
KI YAH
Yeah, | think so.
ANT
So, | guess I'll be over later on

t hen.



Kl YAH
Il see you a little |ater.
ANT

Well, take this, [handing Kiyah two
fifties] buy yourself sonething
ni ce.

KI YAH
Alright, see you later. [to
Juanita] Look like I ain’t got four
dol I ars now.

JUANI TA
Shut up. Grl, what you gonna get?

I NT. KANE/ SUMMER S APARTMENT - DAY 4 4

SUMVER
Hey, baby.

KANE
What ' s up baby?

SUMVER
[to the baby] Hey man, how was your
day? [to Kane] You call ny Uncle
about that job?

KANE
Man, now you know | nmake nore noney
in one night than your Uncle nakes
in awek, and | ain’t haulin no

bricks. I"'ma hustler, that’'s how
ny daddy made a living. That’'s al
I know.

SUMMVER

Yeah, and you barely know your
Daddy ‘cause he’s in and out of
jail so nmuch.

KANE
\What ever. ..



SUMVER
[ pi cking up and answering Kane’'s
cell phone after he |eaves the
rooni Hell o?

HOLLI (O C.)
Hell 0? Let ne talk to Kane.

SUMMVER
Who is this?

HOLLI (O C)
Is this Kane?

SUMVER
Hol I'i ? What you doin’ calling ny
baby daddy’ s phone?

HOLLI (O C.)
Correction, Boo-boo, our baby
daddy. Yeah, that's right. I'm
pregnant .

SUMVER
Yeah? Wl | good luck finding the
father. But um don't call his
phone no nore.

KANE
[coming back into the roon] Man
what you doing with ny phone?

SUMMER
(with attitude --)
So you still nmessin with Holli,
huh?
KANE

Man, when | got tinme to nmess with
Hol i ?

SUMVER
Probabl y when you out all night.

KANE
I"mout all night getting us noney
SO our son can eat.

SUMVER
So now she pregnant?



KANE
Look Summer, | ain’'t been with
Holli in a long time and even if |
was | stayed strapped up, so it
can’'t be mine. She lyin'.

SUMVER
She better be lyin' .

I NT. KI'YAH S HOUSE - BEDROOM - LATER

ANT
You know I "mreally feelin this
bl ouse you're wearin’

KI YAH
Thank you. But you know what Ant?
You need to stop givin’ ne so nuch
noney.

ANT
You know | don’t mnd doin’ stuff
for you. Soon as | get degree,
we’' re gonna nove down South where
ny famly’'s got sone land, and |I'm
gonna build you a house fromthe

ground.
Kl YAH
Wy ?
ANT
Wiy do you think? It’s ‘cause
| ove you.
Kl YAH

I love you too.

ANT
What’ s wrong? You scared?

KI YAH
No. Umm you got a rubber?

ANT
No, baby, it’s your first tinme. If
| put on a rubber it’s gonna hurt.
I, not tryin to hurt you. Don’t
worry |’ m not gonna get you
pregnant .



Kl YAH
No, it’s not that. It's just...

ANT

What ? You think I'mdirty?
Kl YAH

No.
ANT

Then what? You know what,
sonetinmes | wonder why | nmess with
you. You' re still alittle girl.
Look, I"'msorry. | love you. |
wanna feel the real you. Don’t you
want our first tine together to be
speci al ?

Kl YAH
Yeah. .

I NT. SCHOOL - GYMNASI UM - DAY 8 8

JUANI TA
[to the gymteacher] My
stomach...ugh. Sorry. [to Kiyah
and Sunmer as gym teacher wal ks
away] Y all renenber that boy J-

Roc?
SUMVER
Yeah, what about hinf
JUANI TA
That boy got talent.
KI YAH
You slept with hin? Grl, you a
sl ut.
JUANI TA

Just because you a virgin and too
scared to give it up don’t make ne

no slut. I’mjust secure in ny
sexual ity.

Kl YAH
For your information, I’mnot a
virgin. Me and Ant nade | ove | ast
ni ght.

SUMVER

What !



10.

JUANI TA
Grl, was it good?

Kl YAH
Grl, why you doing Lanont |ike
that? He’'s good to you.

JUANI TA
I”m sure he nmessing around, too.
KI YAH
Well not all boys are dogs. My
Ant’s not.
JUANI TA

Grl, you just now started having
sex with him Wat you think he
been doin’ before then? Huh? He
got nmoney and he in coll ege.

I show ‘em no | ove, Boo. ' Cause
you better believe they don't |ove
you. They | ove what they can get
fromyou. I'min it for the fun
just like them

I NT. SCHOOL - HALLWAY - LATER 9 9

GRL [OC]
There she [Sumrer] is right there,
Holli. So what she say?

HOLLI

When | call ed Kane phone | ast ni ght
she answer |ike, “good luck finding
the father.” Like she don't know
what’ s good. [to Sumrer]

Yeah, you know what’s good.

SUMVER
No, | don't. Let ne know what'’s
good.
HOLLI
Qur baby daddy | ast night. Now that
was good.
Sunmer shoves Hol li against the |ockers. The girls get buck,

qui ckly drawing a crowmd. TWO SECURI TY GUARDS run up on them
and pull them apart.



SECURI TY GUARD 1
Hey! Break it up! Break it up

SECURI TY GUARD 2
[to the crowd] Get outta herel
Leave right now before I send al
y’all honme! Leave!

DEAN OF STUDENTS
What’ s goin’ on here, what just
happened?

HOLLI
She junped on nme and |’ m pregnant.
[to Summrer] Yeah, that’'s right, you
goin to jail!

SUMVER
She’s trying to say ny man’s the
f at her!

DEAN OF STUDENTS
You need to go see a doctor. Let’s
go call your nother, sweetie.

HOLLI
No, no please don't call ny mama.
" mnot pregnant. Please don’t cal
her.

DEAN OF STUDENTS
This doesn’t make any sense. Am|l
to understand that you all are
fighting over a guy that both of
you are sleeping with? D d you al
listen to anything that the Al DS
counselor told you | ast week? Cone
on |ladies, let’s go. Let’s goto
nmy office, come on

EXT. KANE/ SUMMER S APARTMENT - LATE DAY 10 10

KANE
Man, why you fight that girl?

Sunmer stares at him tired. Finally --



12.

SUMVER
She ain’t just gonna lie and say
she’s pregnant if she hasn't at
| east been nessin’ with you. |
can’t keep doin’ this, Kane. You
living foul, and you got nme acting
stupid. It’s not the kind of
exanple I wanna set for ny son

KANE
Qur son.

SUMVER
You either wanna be with nme or you
don't. And if you do, I won’t have

to fight for you.

KANE
Summer, | love you. Holli cane at
me, | slipped up. But baby | swear
to God from now on things gonna be
different. 1t’s gonna be you, ne,
and Ty. Baby |I’mserious, | swear
to God on ny mana, things are gonna
be different. And I'Il take that
destruction job. It's just hard. |
wanna be a good exanple for my our
son. Baby I’ m serious though, on ny
mama, and Cod, everything. | |ove
you. You feel ne? You there?

I NT. LAMONT' S HOUSE - BEDROOM - LATE DAY 11 11
Juanita and Lanont |ay on his bed, kissing.
JUANI TA

[as Lanont goes to put on a condonj
What you doin’? You don’'t need

t hat .
LAMONT
I think I should strap up
JUANI TA
Don't worry. | trust you
LAMONT
Un ..l know you been...w th other

dudes, so...



I NT. KIYAH S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT 12 12

KI YAH
[l eaving a voi ce nmessage for Ant]
Ant, | keep callin you. Wy you
not answering ny calls? | nean if
it’s somethin’ | did we can fix it.
You know what, just call ne back
when you get the nessage, OK? Bye.

I NT. ALMA CLINIC - WAITING AREA - DAY 13 13

KI YAH
| still can’t believe he just cut
me off like that.

JUANI TA
So you got played. *Still don’t
know why we here. It ain’t |ike you
juiced himraw or nothin . [in
response to Kiyah fidgeting]
What? Ain’t this sonething. And al
t hose | ectures you gave us?

SUMVER
Leave her alone. W all been dunb.
| nmean, Kane told me condons were
for hoes and that | was his wifey.

VWhat if |...what about ny son...
JUANI TA

You know what, | don’t wanna know.
Kl YAH

W all agreed we’'d do it together.

I NT. ALMA CLINIC - EXAM ROOM - DAY

NURSE
[to Kiyah] OK, can you open up a
little? Al right.

NURSE
[to Summer] Alright, open
up...little nore. Thanks. And

up...around...there we go.

NURSE
[to Juanita] Alright, why don’t you
open your nmouth for ne...thanks.

( MORE)

13.



NURSE( cont ' d)

Al nost done. Alright, I'll have
your results in twenty m nutes, OK?

EXT. ALMA CLINIC - LATER

SUMVER
So...why ain’t nobody talkin ?
JUANI TA
Vell 1’11 go. The lady told ne |
was negati ve.
SUMVER
Me too. | thought |I'd be happy,

but | just feel stupid, |ike why
did I take all those chances, you
know?

JUANI TA
Pl ease, | am happy. But | knew
was cl ean the whole tinme anyway.

SUMVER
[to Kiyah] Wiy you so quiet, Kiyah,
what’s wong with you?

KI YAH
He burned ne.
SUMVER
What ? What did he give you girl?
KI YAH
H W
SUMVER

Oh my God, Kiyah.

KI YAH
Oh ny God! Why’'s this happening to
me?

SUMVER
Cal m down, Kiyah, calmdown. It’s
gonna be K. Cal mdown. Calm
down. Yes, it’s gonna be OK. Onh
nmy God...we |ove you, we here for
you Kiyah.

14.



Kl YAH
Wiy’ s this happeni ng?

KI YAH (V. Q)
She’s dying, and it just ain’t
right, she’s crying every night.
One couldn’t begin to explain the
pain, or even the |love she felt for
a man she thought was real, so she
gave in to his needs when he said
he wanted to know how she really
feel s.

She’s dying, a quiet death, but to
t he average eye she’'s in perfect
health. And it’s such a shane to
trade a nonment of pleasure for a
lifetime of pain. Al for himand
hi s ganes.

She’ s dying, before she got a
chance to live her life, dying to
be his girl, dying to be his wfe,
yet all he ever gave her was |onely
ni ghts, and a di sease that would
claimher life. 1t’s crazy what
life will take you through, and
it’s funny what |love will nake you
do, like contract a disease froma
man you was faithful to, but he
never felt the same way for you

She’ s dying, wonen |like her are
dyi ng, leaving their children
crying. And as she glances in the
mrror before her is an enpty
reflection, pondering on the fact
t hat she shoul d have used
protection.

She’ s dying, we are dying. No
matter how things seem we share

t he same thing, dope fiends, teens,
even our African queens...

I NT. GYMNASI UM - DAY

JUANI TA
“...1t’s time we wake up and see
what sex really neans.

15.



16.

So please if you respect yourself, protect yourself, because
we’' re dying!”

That was witten by one of ny best
friends. She was infected with the
H V virus when she was seventeen
Wat ching her fight for her life for
the last six years was a huge wake
up call for me. She's the reason
I"’m here today. (takes a deep
breath --) So, |I’m about to get
real personal with ya' |l. W here
has been sexually active?



